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Balanced Budget Act provisions authorizing auctions. The NPRM adopted
November 25, 1997 disregards, perhaps unintentionally, the

._._potentiallY-!iignificantjmpact.this.pr.oposaLwil~_on public radio
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I write about an issue that greatly concerns me and the public
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151 West 7th Ave Specifically, the Commission has proposed the use ofauctions to decide
Suiten4350R 7401 among mutually-exclusive applications for non-reserved broadcast
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broadcaster. However, Section 3002(a)(2)(C) of the BBA prohibits the use of
auctions when a public broadcaster files an application for a license to construct

---and-{}pemte·a-new-.gr-mGdified--p.on~l-eial~tiooal- broa<kast stationr------·-------------
regardless of whether the station is on a reserved or non-reserved frequency.
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Most non-reserved frequencies will be closed to public broadcasters if they
- -riilistcompeteTnauctions,s{rice public broadcasters lack the substaniW-~-'~-'-~'-----'-'--------

resources necessary to compete.
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band because of interference from a new full-service station would be subject
to auctions merely to maintain existing service. Furthermore, in the case
of public radio in Oregon, there are currently 2 stations located on the AM

I' -band;·wneretl'iere-areno'feseiVeauonccifurrferCiiiI1"requencles. These stations ---.----
could be subject to auctions ifthey seek to make major modifications to
their facilities.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



...... ""--"--"- · _-_ .•......... _ _...•........._- ..__ _._---

...._ _---_ _._-

n" _·.T.he-AWmaltHiftderlying ~;;.-thlfse··w1io vaIue"llie sPectrUm most
will bid the most - - does not apply to public broadcasters, who are
charged with the public interest mission of serving unserved and
under~~~~ ..~~4i~m~~ ..thro.ug1LpIOgramming..that,in.~- __-_-..----.-...----

.. marketplace would not readily support.

Finally, because the FCC has not yet adopted new rules for comparative .. .__._.. _ .. __ .... _._
hem-iug:runlthercfitenat(nicense··tliereserved spectl1im, which the FCC
recognizes to be exempt from the auction requirement, public broadcasters
are effectively denied access to any spectrum for the foreseeable future.

I urge the FCC to reconsider its proposals to reflect the intent of
Congress that spectrum policy should not disenfranchise public broadcasting.

Sincerely,--7:. .--.-..
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United States Senator
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